Letter to the
Editor...

Lymington UNA

BIR, — This year we will calebrate
the T0th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the United Nations
(UN). The Lymington branch of
The United Mations Association
(UMA) will likewise celebrate its
Toth anniversary and take stock of
its series of talks on the UN's work
we have had from September to
March each year.

‘We, along with UNA members and
supporters aeross the UK, are
proud that our country is the frst
&7 country to reach the UN target
ol spending 0.7% of national income
on overseas aid. Through this sup-
port, the UK is helping to build a
more stable, prosperous
luture for us all

COreerseas aid I8 an investment in
our future, Faced with cross-border
challenges such as Ebola and cli-
mate change, the UK's national
interests inereasingly dovetadl with
our global responsibilities, Our
security and prosperity depend on
us working together with other
states at international institutlons
like the United Nations to find
workable solutions.

This year, the TK has the oppor-
tunity to make a real contribution
towards addressing global lssues.

- Countries will come together at the

UN to adopt new global goals to

eliminate poverty and promote sus-

tainable development. We want the

UK to work hard for goals that are
| not just ambitious, but inclusive,

and well-resourced.

As well a8 exerci=ing leadership on
the world stage, we also want the
UK to set an example at home. This

ineludes pressing ahead with
enshrining the 0.7% target into law,
outlining how the TTE will support
the new goals in its development
programmes and ensuring that UK
ald makes a real difference to the
maost valnerable people.

As UK — and global — cltizens we
all have a stake in international
development. We don't just want
the UK todo 18 bit — we want It to
lead the way.

At our March Z8th meeting the RL.
Hon. Desmond Swayne MP will
address the public at Lymington
Community Centre from 2-4pm snd
answer bhe question "Why is Inker-
national Development as vital as
ever in today's world?'

On April 26th, also st Lymington
Community Centre from 2-4pm,
there will ba & hustings where par-
{ lamentary candidates from all

national political parties will be

invited to answer questions related
to the importance of international
development.
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